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31 January 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR : Deputy for Operations, OSA

SUBJECT : IDEALIST Life Support Ecuipment
References : (1) IDEA-0156-67 dated 20 January 1967

(2) IDEA—OO30—67 dated 16 January 1967

L. In accordance with reference 1, the following
responses to reference Z are submitted:

a. Modification of survival kit rucksacks with

COs and oral inflation systems, and ad11btanie carrjlnr

G5s.  An inflatabie rucksack was included in LAC

ubf“ZOO dated 17 August 1966, Because of high cost and

tong lead time for prototype development, this ECP was
IDEA-3246-66 dated

not approved in its entirety (Ref:

2 Seotember 1966, IDEA 3351-86 dated 26 September 1966, 25X1A

and message 7169 dated 28 September 1966). This

”“P and the docisions regardine it were discussed with

Loth OIC aud NCOIC
i.ifc Suapporc oeccoion, . bDuring meeting with
y

on 23-24 January 1967,

he again reemplEsIze

25X1A

Toat most of the changes outlined in ECP-266 (other 25X1A
than QD changes) should not be pursued due to the long
tead times, since the U~2ZR will have such provisions 1in

the seat kit. In iight of these comments by[:::;;:]
¢ = el there seems to e a misunder-—

Lise Support personnel,

2514

standing on the part ofl |51ncb he refers o
v“discussions" and unknown neither oif which

are verified by

Life Support. However, ii

Life Support does desire intflatable rucksacks witl
sdjustable carrying straps for the present U-2 seat
kit they need only to identify the item reqguircd and
reguest this office To take actiqn.
ACTION: Will be delerred until

warsues these requirements.

[.ife Support 25X1A
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D.  Jrovision ot Let-Down roves for troe_londioos:
my ungersitanding, from diScusSsions weol
| 204 3
an 1tem was instalted
i ¢ past but was removed Y X
o nce during ejection. However, 25X1A
bf,n actively investigating the avariapbility an
tability of new let-down cevices. This survivel
m, once identified and evealuated by the rcqnon31
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n (INTEL Div) can be evaluated with respec
compatibijitv with Life Support eoulnmenﬁ.

entiy, was unaware of several discussiors
had with| |on this subject.

TR

LCTICN:  Awaiting action by INTEL Division.
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¢. Hodificeation of Survival kit 1 snyards Ior
al or automatic inFlation. I presume 1r.s rerers
ife v.. ¢ inflation. I =0, th’s modification was
r proposed for the IDEALIST nrogram at ~ny time in
cae past. It was discussed for the OXCART prog.am and
-2 Thererore a misplaced item in reference #2. owa: rer, 25X1A

cceording fto my records the requirement for such a
device in OXCART was dropped following meeting betwe0325x1A
uy predecessor, [ |

e

(Chief, INTEL DIv at That time) 1in January 1966,
ST OND No action »lanpned unless rcouonugd by [:f::::]

Life Support.

- dnstallation of adjustable qutomqtlc deo?ovngrt25x1A
cs for use in flights over BIELS ol very :

2in. it is apnarent that this item was not discussed

| |Life Support Personnel or even w1th| |
The F-1B Automa:ic Parachute Relensce used 10 Tho
30

19

nnei parachuce nas an aneroid block mechanisr
is adjustable from 5,000 to 20,000 fecet above sea
As pointed on® in previous discussions hetweer
adjusiment of this setting to
LiTitudes above the standard setting of 14,000 feex:

i nave to receive careful consideration as to the
effects of increased parachute opening shock
the risk fzactor \Lc, time flown over high alti-
erra.n with elevations of 14,000 feet or more).

No action piuaned unless discussions with

~

re generated regarding policy on F-13 tiner

IDEALIST
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¢. lodification oi the canopies with deiia. 160

sockets.  This 1tea vas discussed with
wao 1is in ine water curvival section of The AIrcrov
iaborntories at Wright-Patterson AFB, GChio on ¥
1985, This modification, wiich has apparentiy |
woroved by the U.S5. Navy has not received USAT
Lecause the modification wnparentiy lengthnens
required for parachute deployment. The present escape
gystem in the U-2 does not offer low attitude capabi 11Ly
cod any nodlilca“lon wn;ch reduces the minimum aititude
capability any further is not an acceptable trade-oiL.
~CPICK: More specific information will be researched
on thnis item with regards to future use on the U- 25

cgcape system.

. Valk-around sleeping bags in seat cushions.
47%er discussions of this item in 1965, a prototype 25X1A
wus developed by | in eariy 1966. Evaluc-
Tion at revealed that the cushion wus too thick
and causea Tne pilots head to be elevated above tne
headrest. in addition to the head hitting tine canody
during flight, this arrungement would preciude through-
the-canopy ejection. Since thinner packaging was not
obtainable this item was no longer considered. This
information was oktained from and can be verified oy
Life Support personnel.

:  If there is a valid reguirement for a walk-
nround sieceping bag in the future, investigation oi a
cushion packed item for use in the U-21 will be under-

e Ee
caken.
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g. "Four tine cut' or related action_ to make

yﬁu foot xnopv “steerable qnd reduce osvliiﬁllon

his item 1S also mlbnlﬁccd in releronce #Z2 since
i:im present IDEALIST personnel parachute does nov 25X1A
Lve o 3bh-Toot canopy. ‘The <4-line cut is being taugad
“or the 28-foot canopy being used. Again, 1t is
apparent that this item was not discussoed with [::::::]
~ersonnel as stated in reference #2, und since 1t dooes
not apply to the IDEALIST program it obviously has aox
Leen placed in a "hold- status". For the record, 1
2id discuss this procecure ior OXCART application wita

0

at Wright- Patterson A¥R, Caio

on I SEDpLEmMDEr [ubo, and Giscussed his expert views wxth
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That a Z-iine cut fcr the 35 fJﬁT‘Eﬁﬁ@?Y‘WUUTJ not '

Gumage the chute and would be sa.. to test. dowever,
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i Furchoeor stated
Tititie difference

is aireaqy soablie, duve

opvosed o tiwe fiat canopy of
canopy has more lines, a 4-1in
would probably not give a veant that would provide

Beocause the 35 foot
Ul

‘oocyrcased steerapiility.

o

raeference to thc
o5 fo0ot canopny.
To be nminimai .

this proceduro
in stabiiicy since the 35 foot chutae

1o

However,

Procurement of 35-foot canopies

T “‘I’ L 7
ITOUA-GELGE -0

would »Hrobably make

its shaped canopy {(as
the Zb foot chute)

Will make further incuir_es in the future witn
~2E escane system which will use 2
the possible

ceneflts seem

ftor the

'ce 1n the past nor

_ ned if 1t
”3“”cped1n0

training,

it seems tha

" This item has never

TLLS

been invesiigated by

has it been the subiect of any

Life Supvort wers
has been in a "hoid status" or
at a slow rate"”
4/D iv/O/OSA since survival training,
is apparentiy a iunction of

sonnel with the

it has been so within
inciuding
the

t a clarification is in order

the respective responsipilities of
ASD/R&D/OSA with regards to 1ife support

INTEL/Div/

¢.aioment and procedures and with regarcs to surviva

eguioment,
LACTION: None

P -r

Z. I would be happy to

further if any questions remain

ASD/R&ED/OSA {31
Distributior:
Cy 1 - J/O/O
9
3 -
4,5 - £SD/R&D/OSA
& - chrono
7 - EB/CSA

i

LR Sy )

procedures and training.

scuss any of the above items
answered.

ADD/R&D/O5A

Jonuary 1967)
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